THE   NEGRO   MIND

others walk about in gloomy silence, he replied: 'Because
it is not always the same. On some days everything looks
white and soft.'

Once I mentioned in the presence of a Yao that kitchen-
boys always grow fat. He at once replied: 'Because they do
not think much. People who do not think much always
grow fat.' The speaker was a man who, before he worked
for me, had never worked for anybody else, an analphabet,
who spoke only his own dialects and Swahili. He certainly
never had heard me quote a word from Shakespeare, nor
had he had the opportunity to hear one quoted anywhere
else.

Their way of judging the actions of Europeans is often
amusing and quaintly correct. Some natives were dis-
cussing in my presence the dismissal of his fourth or fifth
manager by a planter at the end of as many years. After
considerable talk one of them settled the question by
saying: 'It is like this. He engages them when they are
poor, and then, when he sees that they have become
"malidadi" (swells), he says to them, "Now you have
become swells, now you must go! " '

A Yao, who knew of France only the French mis-
sionaries, asked me once if all the French wear long beards,
and if the whole nation, including women and children,
wear 'kanzus' (long robes). Then he asked me if the
French are rich, and when I wanted to know why
he put that question, he said: 'They always walk
slow, and they do not speak much; I think they must be
poor.*

Another man once said to me: 'The Europeans always
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